firing.

We young people should appreciate
more keenly what & great privilege
4§t is to converse. with the \veterans of
the civil war. For it is now fifty

years since the beginning of that
great struggle; and the ranks of those
who took part in it are thinning fast,
in another decaded we shall lose al-
most entirely * the  opportunity of
eeting with these “men of a former
ration” and of hearing them re-
?:;B the stories of the world-famous
events in which they took part. When
we show impatience at hearing the
veterans’ stovies or make light ot,n
them, we give evidence of “our being
frivolous. For the civil- war ranks
among the very greatest contests
that are recorded in history; and it is,
fndeed, a rare privilege to meet face
to face with men who actually perform
ed feats as wonderful as those that
entrance us in the classic narratives

of the past.

Of course, many wof the veterans’
stories have been recorded for the
future; but more of them ghould be
so preserved. The following is, a
veteran’s account of his last battle.
Although it is merely typical of the
experiences of thousands of others.
it is well worth recording; for we
‘cannot record too many of these true
life stories. And this one can be re-
litd upon as being literally true. For
its author, Mr. Caleb Clay of Hickory,
N. C., is a man of the strictest integ-
rity and of sound intelligence. The
Hterary quality’ of the narrative

would be excellent. If 1 could re-|

duce it verbatim ‘as Mr. Clay related

it to me, but it was not possible for

would be excellent, if I could repro-
'y L & L * * *

“1t was in the fall of 1863, and we
were in the vicinity of Brandy Sta-
tion, Va. We had not had muct to eat
for several days. On Friday afternoon
we got nothing but one biscuit and

-

that was as hard as a soft brick. The|

next morning at 'Brandy Station we
received an issue of rations for din-
mner, a little bacon and flour. It was
about half past eleven when each man
got his share, and we set to work to
eook it. We had to use our lousy
blankets for dough trays, and make
the dough up with water and without
salt, soda, or lard. As we Wwere 80
hungry, it took but a few minutes for
us to get the fires started and the
meat and dough to baking,

“Rut before our rations got warm,
the bugle sounded for us to fall in
line. As we did not know a fight was
6n hand, many of us left our blan-
kets and rations by the fires. Well
they marthed us out about two hun-
dred yards then gave thg command
to double-quick; and we went double-
guick from Brandy Station to Rappa-
hannock Station, a distance of six
miles. You would not believe that a

n could keep up a trot for six
miles, carrying sixty rounds of ammu-
nition and a seventeen-pound rifle.
But we certainly did . it. 1 . would
fook ten ateps ahead of me and feel
that I would surely drop dead before
1 could make that distance. And 1
was so tired that I did not care much
if I did, but I held out somehow.

“Our stomachs being empty ena-
bled us to hold out as well as we did.

' Then, of course, we had drilled so

much that we were in training for
such marching. Many of the men,
however, did drop out.

“The wind was blowing hard that
day from behind wus.  This wind so
carried the sound of the firing from
us. that we did not know whether we
were retreating or going into battle
until. we got within a few hundred
vards of the cannon at Rapnahan-
nock Station. Here wg found our guns
stationed on the southern bank of
the Rappahannock river and arrayed

- against the enemy who were north of

the river.

“It was on the bank of this river
that 1 saw General Lee and General
HBarly for the last time. I remember
distinctly of hearing Lee call to
Early in a clear, keen tone. “Gener-
al Early, you had better keep your
men on this sidg of the piver.” Every
answered with a d— that he would
send the Yankees to the hot place.

“Accordingly we were rushed across
the river on a pontoon bridge at
double-quick time. The bridge swerved
fearfully, 'and I thought I would be
thrown into the river any moment
but I was so dead tired that I did not
care much. When we got across the
bridge we were face to face with a
large force of Yankees. There was
a little trench along the northern
bank of the river for us to take po-
sition in. Owur fort was behind vs on
the southern bank of the river. I be-
fonged to General Hoke’s brigade, bt
Colonel Godwin was in command on
this occasion, General Hoke bheing
absent on account of wounds.

“The Yankees soon dismounted our
battery that was protecting us. Then
their infantry advanced upon vs. Thev
made chargea. Farh time we ot thar
come with in a few yards of us, then
taking careful aim, we would fire a
volley into their ranks.. And there
was only a man here and there left

\ along the Yankee ling to turn and run

back. But on the seventh charge they
*erossed onr line, T ennld hear the bav-
onest pierce the bodies of men al
ahout me.

“In our last efforts Colonel Godwin
ordered me and ten or twelve others
to try to recapture several guns from
the Yankees. We rushed wn within
fifty yards of the gun while thav were
I was actually burned by the
blaze from them. I thought how
foolish it was for me to expose
myself so, and dropped as flat ag 1
culd into a little depression in the
ground. Just then I found a bayonet
against my breast'and heard a Yan-
&ee say:

““Give up, Johnny.

“1 threw up my ‘hands. .

“He said, ‘Get up frony there quick.

‘Ilsld.'Wl.ittlllIcutoﬂmyctr-
mo-bo:.’ Sy
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“Oh, he md 'The! *111 tlke that

off for you." j
“But I eut it off beuuse 1 did not

want to hear them taunting me about

giving up my arms.

“The Yankee who ca.nturad me Was

very kind. He said, ‘Here; Johnny.q
won’'t you have & drink ‘of whiskey? |

I declined it; but you may be sure T}
would have sccqptad it he had said

bread.

“We wele outnumbemd. a.lr had to
surrender, _about ..180 . of  .us.

Only one of our\_' ‘escaped.  That
was General Hay o He got on the

bridge just heﬁor& B mpea were cut;

and he ran across while the bridge
was going down and while the Yan-
kees were shooting-at him. I tell you

he made a quick passage of the river.

“Colonel Ham Jones made & des-
perate effort to escape. He pulled off
his uniform and jumped into the river
to swim across; but the water was too
cold and the river too wide for him
to make the passage, and he had to
come back. ile he was in the river
some one got his uniform and Colonel
Jones told, me a short time before he,
died that he never did get that uniform
back.

“A soldier is often much amused
even in the thickest of a battle. I re-
member I laughed and laughed dur-
ing this battle over a little incident.
One man in our line close to me had
an enormous nose. It was the largest
nose I ever saw on any man’s face.
We were all dolging shells. Presently
a piece of a shell glanced and, struck
this man on his nose. He clasped his
hand to his face and shouted over and
over, ‘Oh, I'm ‘killed; I'm killed." It
amused me exceedingly to think a
dead man could hollo so loud and gc./
long. His nose swelled at once, and
was the most hideous nose imagina-
ble. But I never saw the poor fellow
afterwards. Perhaps, the wound d!r'
kﬂl hlm

a & L . . o

"'I'hat night the yankees put ue
captives into a little camp. The next
morning we had to march ten miles
to a railroad train, becfuse several
days before this we had torn up the
track fifteen miles. When we reach-
ed the railroad, they put us into box-
cars, and crowded as many as possible
into each car. We had to stand like
cattle, with hardly room to turn
around, In this manner we were car-
ied to Washington.

“We arrived there berore day Mon-
day morning. I remeber it was clear
and frosty and the stars twinkled
hrightly. That day we were marched
up street by the Capitol. And mind
vou, that we had not had a bite to eat
since hard tack on the Friday
before. During the day at Washing-
ton we received another hard tack and
& dried herring. I had . always re-
garded dried herrings as fit only fo-
dogs to eat; but this herring was the
“est morsel I had ever rolled on my
to e.

ere was an immense crowd out
that day; to see the “Johnny rebs.”
| They seemed to be eXpecting to see
the whole Confederate army in captivi
ty. I remember that just as we ‘were
~assing the capitol, an old woman
2ot to the edge of the crowd just as |
~ot within hearing. And I heard her
avelaim, “Why, law; They are just like
v falks. 1 thought they were al’
horny.’

“In a few days we were transport-
~1 to Point Lookout for imnrisonment
Point L.ookout ig a narrw strip of land
hetween the Chespeake bay and the
“ntomac river. There 1 lived for
‘eventeen months. And a most mig-
~vable life it was. We lived in tent-
*hont sixteen mien to the tent. We
“ad to sleep on the bare ground, and
~ere not furnished with blankets. I
'eft my blanket way down in Virginje.
“here I had started to eat dinner. 7
as taken to prison early in Noverh
her, and had to do without a bplanket
“ntil the middle of January. At that
time one of the men in our tent took
the oath of allegiance and was set
free. He left me his piece of a lousy
blanket. Before I got that piece of a
blanket. I thought I would freeze in
spite of all T could do. At night 1
would wake, get up, and jump up and
down as fast as I could to warm my-
‘alf, then lay down to take another
nap.

‘The lice in camp drove us almost
crazy. I have seen two thousand men
itting out in the sunshine with their
shirts off, cracking lice. @ We ecould
:ee the lice crawling on the tent floors
'ike ants where they could be count-
ed by the dozen.

“The whole camp was swept clean,
though, every morning, and the re-
fuse dumped into the bay. The
ground was Kkept so clean t we
zould mot get a chip, a stone, or a

‘iece of paper for any purpose. I
nce gave a man five cents for a cob
that I could use to scratch my back
with every night, in my fight against
the lice.

“The rations at first Were good.

Ort the Yankees complained so about
“ow the yankee prisoners were suf-
‘ering in the prisoms in the South
that they began to take their revenge
M us. Them the rations became
wretched. Often our portion was only
four worm-eaten crackers per day.
Sometimes we had beans, and the
soup was literally peppered with lit-
tle black bugs. We could get plenty
of fish out of the bay, but we could
~arely eat them, for they lived on the
sewage from the eamp.

“There was a yovng man in prisop

Morgan. He had friends in Baltimore
who sent him a lot of text-baok and
e opened school in the prison. He
was an’excellent scholar, and it cost
nothing to take his imstruction; but
" was’ so0 hungry that I could not
strdv. T spent nearly all my time in
making trinkets out of bone to sel
for food. Oh, it was a hungry crowd
we were a.l'! hungry all the time.
Som to eat was . the constant|

in.

glad to hear of Lee’ 8’ surrender.”— |
Olgérlotte O'!{perva .-_ g RS,

'white clad tables, glistening furn-

from South Carolina by the name of |
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my life to those hard and
" timés. Yea. indeed, I was

HIE veranda of the Hotel Gates|

ih ecrowded with guests listen-|
uig appreciatively to some dreamy

‘walfz played effectively by thej|

orchestra. You enter the cool,
spacious,
catching- a ‘glimpse, perhaps, of
many pretty girls and well groom-
ed men on the smooth floor of the
ball room, or of the immense
dining room . with its long vista
of snowy-clad and flower decked
tables—and your first #mpression
of the Hotel Gates is not only a
pleasant but a lasting one. You
breathe an”atmosphere of ‘‘know
how”’ te.«care for the tourist, and
it is as welcome as an oasis in some
parched desert is to the tired
traveler.

- A longer acqumntance with the
Hotel Gates but“strengthens your
impression. No detail which
may- contribute in any degree to
the guest’s eomfort or pleasnre 18 {
lacking, and this, possibly, is thei
keynote to the hotel 's unqualified
suocess as the summer hotel of
Western North Carolina.

But vou have registered, and
not inclined to try the broad, easy
stairs reaching the floors above,
you step into a modern electrice
passenger elevater and whiz! you
are out again on the second or
third floor, into a pleasant lobby
and following the neatly uniform-
ed attendant along wide, thick
carpeted halls to your room.

Here you find a big, generous
brass bed that simply spells sweet
slumber all over it. The windows :
are large and invite a view of the
surronnding mountains, the elee-
tric bulbs are properly placed, the
~hairs #omfortable. Tn short, the
bed room is properly furnished
and if you wish you may have such
a one with a bath adjoining.

Bqt now the inner man demands
sttention, and -soon in the white
dining room you are being served
skilfully by swift-footed waiters.
‘You find the. surroundings of

-

jshings and the faint odor of many
flowers in no wise lessens your ap-
vetite. And you will find a-
abundance of everythine with
which to satisfy that appetite.

Opening from the lobby with its

oreat mission chairs, you see the
ladies’ waiting room and the
ladies’ parlor—ecool and pleasant.
hoth, where the writing of that
wromised letter home is no dutv
‘mt hecomes rather a delight and
v pleasnre. mtside is the veran.
1a. sngeesting the thought that »
hook or a magazine might there h-
more enioyable, hut you feel sc
thoroughly at ease where yon are
that you decide not to try it—now.

And that’s just about the feel
ing you have anywhere in the
hotel. No detail is lacking which
may contribute to, your pleasure
while a guest. Mr. A. A. Gates,
the owner and manager, has had
over twenty years” experience

well furnished = lobby, [§

.45 per cent occur, it is

Buy Your
Paint |

By years and
square yards-
‘Not price per
gallon

B. P. S. covers 350
o 400 square feet--
2 coats.

B, P, S PAINTS THEY TALK FOR THEMSELVE

LOOK INTO THEM!

“Ajax” Tin

easy.

Shingles, the kind

Wood Fibre Wall Plaster “Boone”

" Brand, Vulcanite Roofing.

A com lete line of rough lumber carried in stock.
Any lhmg you want in dressed lumber, including

Doors and Wmdows.

Pine Shingles, Cypress Shingles, Plne Lath.

PHONE 231-2

e

with the traveling public. He]
knows what they want and he

knows how to best supply thai
want. The enormous success and
popularity of the Hotel Gates, now
open for its fifth season, shows
that he has succeeded here as for
many years previous with the cel-
sbrated Mansion House in Green-

ville, S. C.

"There are 138 sleeping roows i1,

the hotel, with and without privat:
baths. There are, of course, elee-
tric lights, elevators and ever)
other convenience. The service
and cuisine are unexcelled and th«
charges are moderate.

For further information desir-
ed, address A. A, Gates, the Hotel
Gates, Hendersonville, N. C.

FARMING DANGEROUS.
According to statistics . compiled
2y the National Assocjation of Mann-
facturers, farming is a much :ore
dangerous occupation than iron &r
steel making, building construction
or mining.-
Of the total number of accident:
taat result in temporary disability
shown, i°

a

puts on new appare]

Are You Ao Exception?

You w111 not be if you come in and see the handsome stock

Schloss

now on display at our store.

NEW SPRING HATS
SPRING UNDERWEAR

farming operations, 9 per cent in the
iron and steel frades, 9 per cemt in
building work, and 85 .per cent dn
mining.

The reason for the hlgh percentage
of \ accidents in farming is that the
farm workers “has to handle teams
machinery and explosives, and is too
much of a jack of all' trades to b«
skilled in any . one.

That farming is an extra-hazardous
occupation is a conclusion that wli
find difficuity in’ being- popularly . dac
cepted but if tre figures «quotet
above are correct. it is one that is
inevitable.

According to the cemsus of 191¢
of all persons engaged in the principa
occupations, workers-in agrilulturs
irguits corstitnted one-third. Fo't
five ver cent of accidents falling t
this class is , of course, a higher pe-
centage than the number of person:
in it wowld vermit, were all occupa-
tions considered equally hazardous.

The large number of accidents hap
pening to the workers in all the oc
cupations is a disgrace to our civiliza

tion. In the past too much emphasis .

ihas been laid on having the workers
produce the greatest results in dollars
and cents and too littly on seeing that
the workers are supplied with sanitary
and safe surroundings in which to
work, and likewise with safe tools
and equipment.

'Gentlemen N aturally

Dress up more for Spring than at any other time--All nature

Baltlmore Clothcs

The Iatest weaves, the newest eﬂorlln. th o&t fashionable models
%o richly blended aud so handsomely tail +thm nable m .
. FUL”  Models for every form and fi gure, 50 modeontels toiod poored &8

every ome that wants to dress as a & enﬂmn ﬂmnld.

NEW OXFORDS
NEW HALF HOSE

" *

that work

If the purposoe of the manufact
ers’ association in compiling and dr
playing the accident statictics il
reference to farming was to excus
L1,:Ite high percentage of accidnfs'is
Ltheir own business, its action s 3
‘mistake.
| If farming is espically dangeros
then enlightened intelligence and cor
. sciousness must work to lessen Il
peril. This intelligence and cox
sciousness is already at work wifl
respect to the great industrial enter
prises where even if the injuries
not so large in the aggregate the
are, because of totally differenf coi
ditions and surroundings, more s
ous in effect, producing greater guffet
ing and want. ‘

The necessity of lowering the high
~ercentaage of accidents in these 7
terprises is urgent. The workmen'
nrommensation laws that are being L3/
acted in a numbepr of States are ol
dnctive to this end, as is also the ¢
that employers are realizing more &
more that the elimination of accidest
to their employes means success an-
prosperity for their business.

—

Tt gives us a jolt to find that ¥
'len.du;g citizen is hungry tIr
times a day and that he snores !

the “CLOTHES BEAUTI-
gure, s6 moderately litlwll that tha)‘ are within

5 BPRING SUITS $15.00 te $30.00.

his sleep.

-

the, reach of




